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REGULAR MEETING 
BOROUGH COUNCIL 

BOROUGH OF RUMSON 
January 28, 2014 

 
 A regular meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Rumson was held in the 
Charles S. Callman Courtroom of Borough Hall on January 28, 2014 and was called to order by 
Mayor John E. Ekdahl at 7:30 p.m. 
 
 Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

Present:  Mayor Ekdahl, Councilwoman Atwell, Councilmen Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 Absent:  Councilmen Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
 Thomas S. Rogers, Municipal Clerk/Administrator, was present. 
 
 Martin M. Barger, Borough Attorney, was present. 
 
 David Marks of T & M Associates was present.  
 
 The Mayor declared a quorum present and announced that the notice requirements of the 
Open Public Meetings Act had been met by the posting and mailing of a schedule of all regular and 
work meetings of the Borough Council for the year 2014 to the Asbury Park Press and the Two 
River Times. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Rubin, seconded by Councilman Atwell, the minutes of the 
previous meeting were approved as written, copies having been forwarded to all Council members.  
All in favor. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:           
 
LETTER FROM THE RUMSON ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE COMMITTEE 
REQUESTING PERMISSION TO HOLD THE “GREEN TREE LIGHTING” AT VICTORY 
PARK ON SUNDAY, MARCH 2ND FROM 5:00 P.M. UNTIL 7:00 P.M. AND TO HAVE THE 
USE OF THE BOROUGH’S EQUIPMENT AND FACILITIES TO PROVIDE 
ENTERTAINMENT, SPEAKERS, FOOD AND DRINK FOR THE KICK OFF FOR THE 
MARCH 9TH THE ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE:       
 
 The Municipal Clerk/Administrator advised of a letter dated January 21, 2014 from Peter 
Hogan, a member of the Rumson St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee, requesting permission to use 
Victory Park on Sunday, March 2nd from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. to hold the “Green Tree Lighting” 
again this year.  Mr. Hogan stated in his letter that they have requested Mayor Ekdahl give the 
Mayor’s Proclamation again this year and for Brigadier General Pete Dawkins, the Parade Grand 
Marshal, to speak at the event.  Mr. Hogan stated that the Parade Committee appreciated the 
Borough’s assistance and cooperation last year and requested that the Borough provide the following 
again this year: 
 

• Podium 
• Electrical hookup for the Bandstand and the tree lights 
• Assistance coordinating any and all services required from the Police, EMS and Fire 

Department 
• Park Lavatories 
• Extra Trash Bins 

 
Mr. Hogan stated that there would be Irish music from local entertainers, a kids’ activities 

station and a tent for food and drinks.  He thanked the Mayor and the Borough for the time and 
support to make this year’s “Green Tree Lighting” and St. Patrick’s Day Parade a great success. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Rubin, seconded by Councilman Broderick, this communication 
was ordered received and permission for the use of Victory Park and the Borough’s equipment and 
facilities on March 2nd was granted.  All in favor. 
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LETTER FROM THE STATE OF NJ DEP APPROVING THE WATERFRONT 
DEVELOPMENT INDIVIDUAL PERMIT, WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATE AND SPGP 
19 FOR CHARLES C. ALPERT FOR THE LEGALIZATION OF THE EXISTING RAMP 
AND FLOATING DOCKS, AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BOATLIFT ON 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 22 WARREN STREET:      
   
 

The Municipal Clerk/Administrator advised of a letter from the State of New Jersey 
Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Land Use Regulation to Charles C. Alpert 
advising of the approval of the Waterfront Development Individual Permit, Water Quality Certificate 
and SPGP 19 for the legalization of the existing ramp and floating docks and the construction of a 
boatlift on property located at 22 Warren Street. 
 
 On motion by Councilman Day, seconded by Councilman Broderick, this communication 
was ordered received.  All in favor. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:           
 
 None.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:           
 

None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:            
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 14-001 G TO AMEND CHAPTER VII, TRAFFIC 
SCHEDULE I NO PARKING AND SCHEDULE II PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN 
HOURS IN FIRST READING.  PUBLIC HEARING SCHEDULED FOR TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 25, 2014 AT 7:30 P.M.:         
 
 The Municipal Clerk/Administrator read the following ordinance by title only in first 
reading: 
 
14-001 G 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF RUMSON  
BY AMENDING CHAPTER VII, TRAFFIC ORDINANCE 

 
BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rumson, in the County of 
Monmouth and State of New Jersey that Chapter VII (Traffic), Schedule I No Parking and Schedule 
II Parking Prohibited Certain Hours of the General Ordinances of the Borough of Rumson is hereby 
amended or supplemented as follows: 
 

PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to Amend Chapter VII (Traffic), Schedule I No Parking, Schedule 
II Parking Prohibited Certain Hours to amend the parking on Bellevue Avenue in the area of 
Rumson Country Day School. 
 
Chapter VII (Traffic), Schedule I No Parking and Schedule II Parking Prohibited Certain Hours of 
the General Ordinances of the Borough of Rumson are hereby amended or supplemented as follows 
(new text is double underlined, text to be deleted is struck through and notations to the reader and 
changes in subparagraph designations either with or without changes to content are italicized): 
 

SECTION 1. 
 

That Chapter VII, Traffic Ordinance, Schedule I No Parking shall be amended to as follows: 
 

CHAPTER VII 
TRAFFIC 

 
SCHEDULE I 
NO PARKING 
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In accordance with the provisions of subsection 7-3.3, no person shall park a vehicle at any 

time upon any of the following described streets or parts of streets.  
 
Name of Street   Side  Location 
 
Bellevue Avenue  West  Between Ridge Road and Auldwood Lane 
 

SECTION 2. 
 
 That Schedule II, Parking Prohibited Certain Hours, shall be amended to read as follows: 
 

SCHEDULE II 
PARKING PROHIBITED CERTAIN HOURS 

 
 In accordance with the provisions of subsection 7-3.4, no person shall park a vehicle or 
dumpster between the hours specified upon any of the following described streets, or parts of streets, 
or Municipal parking lots. 
 
Name of Street  Side  Hours    Months/Location 
 
Bellevue Avenue East  From 8:00 a.m. to   Between North Rohallion 
     8:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Drive and 25 feet south of  
     to 3:30 p.m. on school  Ridge Road. 
     days only 
 
Bellevue Avenue West  From 7:00 a.m. to  From 25 feet north of Ridge 
     3:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m.  Road to Auldwood Lane 
     on school days only 
 

SECTION 3. 
 
If any section, subsection, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is held to be unconstitutional or invalid 
for any reason, such decision shall not affect the remaining portions of this ordinance.  All 
ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent 
of such inconsistency. 
 

SECTION 4. 
 
This ordinance shall take effect upon final passage and publication according to law. 
 
 Councilman Rubin moved the adoption of this ordinance in first reading.  Motion seconded 
by Councilman Broderick and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
  In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
 Mayor Ekdahl stated that this ordinance would be published and posted and come up for final 
consideration and public hearing at the Tuesday, February 25, 2013 meeting of the Borough Council 
at 7:30 p.m. 
 
TEMPORARY EMERGENCY APPROPRIATIONS RESOLUTION 2014-0128-24:   
 
2014-0128-24 
 
 Councilman Broderick offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION  
 

 WHEREAS, the temporary appropriations previously adopted will be inadequate to the point 
when the 2014 Budget will be finally adopted; and  
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 WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-20 states that the Governing Body may, by resolution adopted by a 
2/3 vote of full membership, make emergency temporary appropriations for any purposes for which 
appropriations may lawfully be made for the period between the beginning of the current fiscal year 
and the date of the adoption of the budget for said year; 

  
 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rumson that the following 
emergency temporary appropriations, in addition to the temporary appropriations already adopted, 
be adopted, and it is stated that these emergency temporary appropriations shall be included in the 
2014 Budget when adopted. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Borough Chief Financial Officer, and the Director of the Division of Local Government Services. 

 
Municipal Clerk – Other Expenses   $  3,000.00 
Construction – Other Expenses   $  1,500.00 
Sewer – Other Expenses    $  5,000.00 

 
 Resolution seconded by Councilman Rubin and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
RESOLUTION 2014-0128-25 AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF RUMSON TO APPLY 
FOR A POST-SANDY PLANNING ASSISTANCE GRANT FROM THE NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS:        
 
2014-0128-25 

BOROUGH OF RUMSON 
IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE BOROUGH’S APPLICATION 
FOR A POST-SANDY PLANNING ASSISTANCE GRANT FROM 
THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 

 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Rumson, Monmouth County desires to apply 
for and obtain a Post-Sandy Planning Assistance Grant from the New Jersey Department of Community 
Affairs (DCA); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rumson, Monmouth County has attended an orientation session held 
by DCA explaining the grant application process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rumson, Monmouth County intends to apply for Post-Sandy 
Planning Assistance Grant money for the following planning activities and in the following 
amounts: 
 

1. Municipal Land Use Law Comprehensive Plans; Reexamination Reports; Plan Elements; 
Community Resiliency Plans; and Master Plan Re-examination Reports 

 $50,000 
4. Permit Application Process Quality Improvement 
 $25,000 
7. Capital Improvement Plans  
 $30,000 
8. Urban and Suburban Environmental Design 
 $50,000 
9. Development of Codes, Ordinances, Standards and Regulations 
 $20,000 
10. Other – Geographic Informational System (GIS) 
 $80,000 
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of the Borough of Rumson, 
Monmouth County does hereby authorize the application for the above grants; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Rumson, Monmouth County has sustained 
a ratable loss attributable to Superstorm Sandy of at least 1 percent or $1 million dollars, as indicated 
by the attached documentation from the Tax Assessor; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Rumson, Monmouth County recognizes 
and accepts that DCA may offer a lesser or greater amount of grant funding than that requested; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Rumson, Monmouth County authorizes the 
execution of the grant agreement in the amount offered and approved by DCA and further authorizes 
the expenditure of funds pursuant to the terms of the grant agreement entered into by the Borough of 
Rumson, Monmouth County and DCA; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough of Rumson, Monmouth County agrees to 
comply with all CDBG-DR regulations, Post Sandy Planning Assistance Guidelines and also accepts 
the proposed use(s) of CDBG-DR funds are not reimbursable by FEMA, SBA or other federal 
agencies; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the persons whose names appear below or any 
successor or assign) are authorized to sign the grant agreement or any other document(s) in 
connection therewith. 
 
 Name   John E. Ekdahl   Name   Thomas S. Rogers   
 
 Signature    Signature         
 
 Title   Mayor   Title   Municipal Clerk/Admin   
 
 The above Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilman Rubin.  Motion seconded by 
Councilman Day and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
RESOLUTION 2014-0128-26 AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF RUMSON TO 
COMPLY WITH THE MOUNT LAUREL OBLIGATIONS:      
 
2014-0128-26 

 
RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF RUMSON, COUNTY OF 
MONMOUTH, DECLARING ITS INTENT TO FULLY COMPLY WITH ITS 
MOUNT LAUREL OBLIGATIONS VOLUNTARILY AND SEEKING TO 
SECURE THE BENFITS THAT OUR LAWS PROVIDE TO MUNICIPALITIES 
THAT COMMIT TO COMPLY VOLUNTARILY— PROTECTION FROM 
MOUNT LAUREL LAWSUITS. 

 
 WHEREAS, in Southern Burlington County N.A.A.C.P. v. Tp. of Mount Laurel, 92 N.J. 158 
(1983) (“Mount Laurel II”), the New Jersey Supreme Court emphasized its desire to promote 
voluntary compliance by municipalities: “[o]ur rulings today have several purposes. First, we intend 
to encourage voluntary compliance with the constitutional obligation. . .”; and 
 
 WHEREAS, based upon the Supreme Court’s desire to promote voluntary compliance, Judge 
Serpentelli devised the doctrine of “immunity” to enable municipalities to achieve compliance under 
the protection of any immunity order free from the costs, burdens and distractions of builder’s 
remedy lawsuits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the immunity doctrine enables municipalities to devote the public’s finite 
resources exclusively to compliance, and not litigation, in accordance with the Supreme Court’s 
desire to limit excessive litigation; and  
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 WHEREAS, in Hills Dev. Co. v. Tp. of Bernards, 103 N.J. 1, 64 (1986) (“Mount Laurel III”), 
the New Jersey Supreme Court openly praised the three Mount Laurel trial judges, which included 
Judge Serpentelli, for their “innovative refinement of techniques for the process of litigation,” and 
temporary immunity constituted just such a refinement; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Legislature enacted the New Jersey Fair Housing Act (‘FHA”) in 1985 in 
response to a plethora of builder’s remedy suits precipitated by Mount Laurel II; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Legislature, like the Supreme Court in Mount Laurel II, sought to encourage 
voluntary compliance by providing a process by which municipalities could bring themselves into 
COAH’s jurisdiction and comply voluntarily under the protective umbrella of COAH’s jurisdiction 
free from the burdens of Mount Laurel lawsuits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, indeed, the Legislature clearly stated that it enacted the FHA to create an 
alternative to builder’s remedy litigation:  “[T]he State's preference for the resolution of existing and 
future disputes involving exclusionary zoning is the mediation and review process set forth in this 
act and not litigation, and that it is the intention of this act to provide various alternatives to the use 
of the builder's remedy as a method of achieving fair share housing.”  See N.J.S.A. 52:27D-303; and 
  
 WHEREAS, on August 31, 2001, Judge Serpentelli had the opportunity to reevaluate the 
immunity doctrine following the enactment of the FHA in a case entitled, K. Hovnanian Shore 
Acquisitions, Inc. v. Township of Berkeley, Docket No OCN-L-1120-01; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in that case, the plaintiff-developer argued that the FHA extinguished the need for 
temporary immunity by creating a means by which municipalities could voluntarily comply through 
an administrative process; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Judge Serpentelli rejected this argument, even though the FHA had created an 
administrative alternative to voluntary compliance preferred by all three branches of government; 
and  
 
 WHEREAS, in an opinion entitled K. Hovnanian Shore Acquisitions v. Tp. of Berkeley, 2003 
WL 23206281, (App. Div. Jul 01, 2003), the Appellate Division upheld Judge Serpentelli’s ruling 
and declared that “voluntary compliance is preferred, should be encouraged, and that a 
builder's remedy action should be considered a remedy of last resort;” and 
 
 WHEREAS, trial judges have routinely used the immunity doctrine to protect municipalities 
that have expressed a commitment to comply voluntarily; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Fair Share Housing Center has brought a motion in aid of litigant’s rights in a 
case entitled In re Adoption Of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 By New Jersey Council On Affordable 
Housing, 416 N.J.Super. 462 (App. Div. 2010), affirmed, 215 N.J. 578 (2013) and sought relief 
which could expose Rumson Borough, as well as over three hundred other municipalities under 
COAH’s jurisdiction, to Mount Laurel lawsuits; and 
 
 WHEREAS, more specifically, FSHC asked the Appellate Division, among other things, to 
direct trial judges throughout the state to establish the affordable housing standards with which 
municipalities must comply in lieu of COAH; and 
 
 WHEREAS, such a ruling would expose Rumson to Mount Laurel suits if the Appellate 
Division, as part of any procedures it may require, does not give Rumson immunity as it completes 
the process of voluntary compliance in the court arena that it initiated in the COAH arena; and 
 
  WHEREAS, builder’s remedy suits are very expensive and the Borough intends to take the 
actions necessary (a) to avoid such costs if the Appellate Division does not incorporate immunity 
into its rulings and (b) to devote the public’s finite resources to compliance with whatever 
obligations may be assigned; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough wishes to direct Special Mount Laurel Counsel to move quickly on 
behalf of the Borough to obtain immunity, if the need arises from the rulings issued by the Appellate 
Division; and 
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 WHEREAS, to this end, the Borough wishes to direct counsel to bring a declaratory relief 
action and to simultaneously seek an immunity order so that the Borough may comply with whatever 
reasonable requirements the trial judge may deem appropriate. 
    
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

1. The Borough of Rumson hereby reaffirms its commitment to satisfy any obligations a court 
may reasonably require. 

 
2. The Borough hereby directs its Mount Laurel professionals to draft a declaratory complaint 

in accordance with applicable law. 
 
3. In the event that the Appellate Division in In Re 5:96 and 5:97 rules that trial judges shall 

define the affordable housing responsibilities in lieu of COAH and does not provide the 
Borough immunity as part of its rulings, the Borough directs its Mount Laurel professionals 
to immediately (1) file a declaratory action, (2) simultaneously seek temporary immunity 
from all Mount Laurel lawsuits, effective the date of this resolution; and (3) to take 
whatever actions are reasonable and necessary to maintain immunity and to assist the 
Borough in securing a formal judgment of constitutional compliance by the Court. 

 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

 
 The above Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilman Broderick.  Motion seconded 
by Councilman Rubin and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
RESOLUTION 2014-0128-27 TO AUTHORIZE THE BOROUGH OF RUMSON TO SIGN 
THE BINDING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING FOR THE JOINT PURCHASE 
WITH THE BOROUGH OF LITTLE SILVER OF A HOT PATCHER DUMP BOX FROM 
MCGRATH MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT, LLC TO BE STORED IN THE RUMSON 
PUBLIC WORKS GARAGE AND BE USED AS NEEDED BY BOTH BOROUGHS:  
 
2014-0128-27 

 
RESOLUTION  

 
 WHEREAS, the Superintendent of the Rumson Public Works Department has recommended 
the purchase of a Hot Patcher Dump Box, hereinafter referred to as “equipment,” for filling potholes 
in the Borough streets as it would result in a quality patch; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rumson has agreed to Little Silver’s proposal of a joint purchase 
of the aforementioned equipment as they too realize the benefit of having it available for such work; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the equipment would be stored indoors at the Rumson Public Works Garage, but 
available to for use by Little Silver on an as needed basis with a schedule of use to be agreed upon 
by both the Superintendent of Public Works of Rumson and that Director of Public Works of Little 
Silver; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the equipment is available from McGrath Municipal Equipment, LLC at a cost of 
Twenty-three Thousand Five Hundred Fifty Five Dollars ($23,555.00), of which the Borough of 
Rumson’s portion shall be Eleven Thousand Seven Hundred Seventy Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents 
($11,777.50); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Municipal Clerk/Administrator has reviewed the quote and finding it to be in 
order recommends the quote submitted by McGrath Municipal Equipment, LLC be accepted;  
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Rumson that the Municipal Clerk/Administrator be authorized to jointly purchase with the Borough 
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of Little Silver the aforementioned equipment in the amount of Eleven Thousand Seven Hundred 
Seventy Seven Dollars and Fifty Cents ($11,777.50) each; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Acting Administrator/Clerk of the Borough of Little Silver and the Rumson Chief Financial Officer. 
 
 The above Resolution was moved for adoption by Councilman Day.  Motion seconded by 
Councilman Broderick and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
 In answer to a question from Mayor Ekdahl, the Municipal Clerk/Administrator advised that 
a similar resolution was adopted by the Borough of Little Silver at their Monday council meeting. 
 
RESOLUTION 2014-0128-28 AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF REGINALD ST 
SURIN AS A PART-TIME POLICE DISPATCHER/CLASS I SPECIAL POLICE OFFICER 
EFFECTIVE JANUARY 22, 2014:          
 
2014-0128-28 
 
 Councilman Broderick offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION  
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rumson through its Police Department has the need for a part-time 
Police Dispatcher; and 
 
 WHEREAS, it is believed to be in the best interest of the Borough to employ said part-time 
Police Dispatcher on an hourly basis; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Rumson that Reginald St Surin be hired as a part-time Police Dispatcher at an hourly rate of $12.00 
effective January 22, 2014; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Payroll Clerk. 
 
 Resolution seconded by Councilman Rubin and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
RESOLUTION 2014-0128-29 AUTHORIZING THE REFUND OF REDEMPTION MONIES 
ON TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #13-00005 TO TOWER FUND SERVICES AS CUSTODIAN 
FOR EBURY FUND 1 NJ FOR PROPERTY KNOWN AS BLOCK 142, LOT 1.03 ON THE 
TAX MAP:             
 
2014-0128-29 
 
 Councilman Broderick offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REFUND OF REDEMPTION MONIES  
TO EBURY FUND 1NJ, LLC 

 
 WHEREAS, at the Municipal Tax Sale held on November 20, 2013, a lien was sold on 
Block 142, Lot 1.03, also known as 41 Ward Avenue in Rumson, for 2012 delinquent sewer 
charges; and 
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 WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #13-00005, was sold to Tower 
Fund Services as Custodian for Ebury Fund 1NJ, LLC, for a $300.00 premium; and 

 
 WHEREAS, on behalf of the property owner, Fiorina Conway, National Tax Search 
LLC, has effected redemption of Certificate #13-00005 in the amount of $2,607.18.  

 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Borough Council of the Borough of Rumson 
hereby authorize the Chief Financial Officer to issue a check in the amount of $2,907.18 payable to 
Tower Fund Services as Custodian for Ebury Fund 1NJ, LLC, PO Box 37695, Baltimore, MD 
21297-3695 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate #13-00005; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Chief Financial Officer/Tax Collector. 
 
 Resolution seconded by Councilman Day and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
RESOLUTION 2014-0128-30 AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF 
MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES AND OUTSTANDING CHECKS GREATER THAN 
TWELVE (12) MONTHS OLD:          
 
2014-0128-30 
 
 Councilman Broderick offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CANCELLATION OF 
MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES AND OUTSTANDING CHECKS 

 
 WHEREAS, there exists miscellaneous debits and/or credits older than twelve (12) 
months in the Borough’s bank accounts; and 
 
 WHEREAS, there also exists outstanding checks older than twelve (12) months in the 
Borough’s bank accounts; and 
 
 WHEREAS, cancellation of these miscellaneous debits and credits and outstanding 
checks would provide for a more accurate and efficient means of maintaining the Borough’s 
records; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Chief Financial Officer recommends that these items be 
cancelled from the Borough’s records; 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Rumson that the Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to cancel any miscellaneous 
debits and credits and outstanding check older than twelve (12) months from the Borough’s 
bank accounts to Operations; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to 
the Borough Chief Financial Officer.  
 
 Resolution seconded by Councilman Rubin and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 



 10 

RESOLUTION 2014-0128-31 AUTHORIZING THE PROPERTY TAX REFUND TO ST. 
GEORGE’S-BY-THE-RIVER EPISCOPAL CHURCH DUE TO TAX EXEMPT STATUS 
FOR NEWLY ACQUIRED PROPERTY:         
 
2014-0128-31 
 
 Councilman Rubin offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

RESOLUTION CANCELLING TAXES 
AND AUTHORIZING REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 

FOR BLOCK 141, LOT 9 
 
 WHEREAS, on August 28, 2013, St. Georges-by-the-River Episcopal Church acquired Block 
141, Lot 9, otherwise known as 13 Lincoln Avenue; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough of Rumson Tax Assessor, Peter Barnett, has changed the property 
class to 15D, which is Tax Exempt, as of 2014; and  
 
 WHEREAS, representatives of St. Georges-by-the-River Episcopal Church have requested that 
Tax Exempt status be granted back to the property closing date and therefore be refunded the taxes 
they paid for 2013; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Mayor and Borough Council have agreed to grant Tax Exempt Status as of 
August 28, 2013 and therefore approve the refund to St. George’s-by-the-River Episcopal Church 
for the taxes they paid for 2013; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Borough Tax Collector has calculated the 3rd Quarter 2013 amount to be 
canceled as $497.79; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the 4th Quarter 2013 taxes billed and paid were $1,346.98; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Rumson 
that the 3rd Quarter 2013 property taxes in the amount of $497.79 for Block 141, Lot 9 be cancelled; 
and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 4th Quarter 2013 property taxes in the amount of 
$1,346.98 for Block 141, Lot 9 be cancelled; and 
  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the overpayment created by these cancellations of taxes, in 
the amount of $1,844.77 be refunded St. Georges-by-the-River Episcopal Church; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the 
Borough Chief Financial Officer. 
 
 Resolution seconded by Councilman Day and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Abstain:  Atwell and Broderick. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
MOTION TO SOLICIT SEALED BIDS FOR A NEW 2014 OR NEWER 31-YARD REAR 
LOADING PACKER LEAF AND BRUSH TRUCK:       
 

Councilman Day moved that the Chief Financial Officer to be authorized to solicit Sealed 
Bids for one 2014 or Newer 31-Yard Rear Loading Packer Leaf and Brush Truck.  Motion seconded 
by Councilman Rubin and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
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 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
FINANCIAL OFFICER’S REPORT;         
 
 The Financial Officer’s Reports disclosed the following as of December 31, 2013: 
 

Borough of Rumson 
Chief Financial Officer Report to the Mayor and Council 

 
Analysis of Cash for the Month Ending:  December 31, 2013 

 
 

     Beginning         Cash         Ending 
            Funds      Balance      Receipts   Disbursements    Balance 
 
1. CURRENT FUND     
   Current Fund Checking $ 19,812,190.32 $    984,675.68 $ (2,936,359.97) $ 17,860,506.03 
   Change Funds $             300.00 $ $ $             300.00 
   Certificates of Deposit $                 0.00 $ $ $                 — 
 Total Current Fund $ 19,812,490.32 $    984,675.68 $ (2,936,359.97)  $ 17,860,806.03 
      
2. CAPITAL FUND  
   Capital Fund Checking $      947,811.85 $    301,597.00 $      (25,600.00) $   1,223,808.85 
        2007 Capital Improvement  $      647,934.93 $               0.00 $                0.00 $      647,934.93  

Bond Proceeds    
 Total Capital Fund $   1,595,746.78 $    301,597.00 $      (25,600.00) $   1,871,743.78 
      
3.   PAYROLL & PAYROLL AGENCY  
   Payroll $          2,981.86 $    294,278.23 $    (294,278.23)  $          2,981.86  
   Payroll Agency $        13,941.76 $    171,858.88 $    (171,559.98)  $        13,240.66 
 Total Payroll & Payroll Agency $        15,923.62 $    466,137.11 $    (465,838.21)  $        16,222.52 
      
4. TRUST FUNDS  
   Trust Fund Checking $      727,025.68 $      15,621.00 $        (1,105.00)  $      741,541.68 
   Unemployment Trust $      109,824.23 $             74.64 $                0.00  $      109,898.87 
   Recreation Trust $      242,092.36 $      31,740.00 $        (9,189.84)  $      264,642.52 
   C.O.A.H. Trust $   1,209,490.63 $      85,511.69 $        (1,472.01)  $   1,293,530.31 
   Law Enforcement Trust Fund $             429.18 $                 .29 $                0.00  $             429.47 
   D.A.R.E. $          8,983.35 $               6.10 $                0.00  $          8,989.45    
Cafeteria Plan $          2,036.45 $               0.00 $           (536.22)  $          8,461.59 
   Animal Control Trust Fund $        37,594.78 $               0.00 $      (11,726.65)  $        25,868.13 
   Public Assistance Trust Fund $             839.35 $               0.00 $                0.00  $             839.35 
 Total Trust Funds $   2,338,316.01 $    132,953.72 $      (23,746.20)  $   2,447,523.53 
       
 TOTAL ALL FUNDS $ 23,762,476.73 $ 1,885,363.51 $ (3,451,544.38)  $ 22,196,295.86  
      
Respectfully submitted by: 
     

Helen L. Graves    
 

Helen L. Graves, Chief Financial Officer 
 

On motion by Councilman Broderick, seconded by Councilman Rubin, the Financial 
Officer’s Report was ordered received and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF BILLS AND CLAIMS (RESOLUTION):     
 
 Councilman Broderick offered the following resolution and moved its adoption: 
 

$ 1,179.25  Jeffrey R Surenian & Assoc LLC 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

$ 1,179.25  COAH Trust Fund 
    

$ 10,604.06  JCP&L 
$ 5,141.60  Allied Oil LLC 
$ 1,047.20  Americanwear Indust Uniforms 
$ 1,507.83  American Hose & Hydraulics 
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$ 93.50  Asbury Park Press 
$ 229.80  Bob’s Uniform Shop 
$ 116.97  Comcast of Monmouth 
$ 4,095.36  Delta Dental of New Jersey Inc 
$ 2,907.18  Ebury Fund 1NJ LLC 
$ 173.61  Fair Haven Hardware Inc 
$ 81.95  Home Depot Credit Services 
$ 150.00  Industrial/Marine Fabricators 
$ 2,289.08  International Salt 
$ 4,136.70  JCP&L 
$ 448.75  K & E Fire Protection Corp 
$ 171.00  Peter Koenig 
$ 393.94  Life Savers Inc 
$ 4,418.17  McCarter & English LLP 
$ 12,334.25  Monmouth County Regional 
$ 132.44  Mid-Atlantic Truck Centre Inc 
$ 1,750.00  Middletown Twp Police Dept 
$ 936.00  Treasurer County of Monmouth 
$ 20.93  Monmouth Building Center 
$ 299.28  Naylor’s Auto Parts 
$ 916.35  New Jersey American Water 
$ 395.00  NJ Conference of Mayors 
$ 150.00  NJ Motor Vehicle Commission 
$ 125.06  One Call Concepts 
$ 607.26  PEP Express Parts 
$ 200.00  Postmaster Red Bank 
$ 450.00  Powerhouse Signworks 
$ 800.00  Pro Craft Auto Body 
$ 1,845.41  Reussille Law Firm LLC 
$ 8,469.55  Hope H Richardson 
$ 32.10  Thomas S Rogers 
$ 105.00  Roy Press Printers 
$ 62.50  RR Donnelley 
$ 524.10  Frederick G Shea 
$ 250.00  State Shorthand Reporting Serv 
$ 1,844.77  St George’s-by-the-River 
$ 80.00  Taylor Fence Co Inc 
$ 25.00  Department of the Treasury 
$ 150.00  Treasurer State of NJ 
$ 200.00  Treasurer - State of NJ 
$ 149.42  The Two River Times 
$ 22,320.00  Two Rivers Water Reclamation 
$ 340.43  Verizon 
$ 160.08  Verizon Wireless 
$ 134.99  Verizon Business Fios 
$ 22.41  Vic Gerard Golf Cars 
$ 250.00  VNA of Central Jersey 
$ 54.00  Wageworks 
$ 387.07  George Wall Lincoln 
$ 27.00  Warshauer Electric Supply 
$ 1,550.00  Weatherworks LLC 
$ 86.43  Mark Wellner 
$ 187.74  Werner Automotive 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
$ 96,381.27  Current Fund 
    

$ 1,182.75  Bryan Dougherty 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

$ 1,182.75  DARE Program Account 
    

$ 408.00  Americanwear Indust Uniforms 
$ 190.00  Athlete’s Alley 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

$ 598.00  Endowment Inc Account 
    

$ 312.64  Athlete’s Alley 
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$ 885.00  Christopher Duffney 
$ 183.75  Samantha Lerner 
$ 2,235.00  Robert McGinty 
$ 266.25  Nelson Press 
$ 480.00  Allison Beatty O’Rourke 
$ 323.03  Sarah Orsay 
$ 421.00  Thomas S Rogers 
$ 600.00  Christopher Seslar 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

$ 5,706.67  Recreation Account 
    

$ 22,437.52  Current Fund Appropriations 
$ 73,943.75  Current Fund Appropriations 
$ 598.00  Endowment Disbursements 
$ 5,706.67  Recreation Disbursements 
$ 2,362.00  Trust Fund – Other Expenses 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

$ 105,047.94  Total Of All Funds 
     
 Resolution seconded by Councilman Rubin and carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 In the affirmative:  Atwell, Broderick, Day and Rubin. 
 
 In the negative:  None. 
 
 Absent:  Hemphill and Shanley. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL:         
 
 The Mayor afforded the members of the Council an opportunity to be heard at this time and 
no one responded. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:         
 
 The Mayor asked the Borough Attorney to make a statement regarding the Oxford House 
lawsuit. 
 
 Borough Attorney Martin M. Barger reported that there were two legal matters now 
pending—a State matter and a federal lawsuit that has been filed by Oxford House against the 
Borough of Rumson and Municipal Clerk/Administrator Thomas S. Rogers.  Mr. Barger reported 
that Judge Patricia Cleary has recused herself from the case in Freehold because her husband’s firm 
is going to be representing the Borough of Rumson’s insurance company.  He advised that he had 
not received a letter as yet from the Courts assigning another judge and a court date, but he would 
advise the Mayor and Council as soon as he heard anything.  Mr. Barger reported that Oxford House 
has also sued the Borough and Mr. Rogers for damages in Federal Court and they have requested 
injunctive relief against the Borough of Rumson asking that the Borough not do anything further.  
He reported that Mr. Rogers and he would be meeting later this week with the Borough’s insurance 
company’s attorneys to find out who would be responsible for what.  Mr. Barger added that he had 
nothing specific to report, but he wanted to update the Mayor and Council and the public on the two 
pending cases; as soon as he found out anything further, he would provide that information. 
 
 In answer to a question from Mayor Ekdahl, Mr. Barger stated that Oxford House’s federal 
case was for injunctive relief against the Borough to stop us; he assumed they meant stopping us 
from continuing with the State case.  He stated that at that point it might merge, but he couldn’t say 
at this point because we haven’t spoken with the insurance attorney; he added that the two cases 
were intertwined, but no one has made application to merge them.  Mr. Barger stated that it was for 
injunctive relief as well as for damages and that was the reason that the Borough’s insurance 
company was involved; the lion’s share of the lawsuit was for damages.  He added that in New 
Jersey, the damages were not required to be specified.  
 

The Mayor afforded the public an opportunity to be heard at this time and the following 
resident responded: 
 
 James Sylvester of 22 Washington Avenue asked where the case would be heard, and Mr. 
Barger stated that he has heard cases in both Trenton and Newark, so it could be either.  He added 
that most of the Oxford House cases have been heard in Federal Court.  Mr. Barger stated that he 
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had spoken to the Borough’s insurance company attorneys and they have stated that they would 
provide a defense regarding the damages, but we still have to decide who would handle the 
injunctive relief case.  He stated that was one of the reasons that Mr. Rogers and he were meeting 
with them on Thursday.  
 
ADJOURNMENT:            
 
 On motion by Councilman Rubin, seconded by Councilman Broderick, the meeting 
adjourned at 7:41 p.m.  All in favor. 
 
        Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
        ________________________ 
        Thomas S. Rogers, R.M.C.  
        Municipal Clerk/Administrator 


