




building of the Brooklyn Museum. In 1899, only five years after 

the completion of Auldwood, he suffered a stroke here in Rumson 

and later died at his Manhattan residence; he was only 58 years old. 

The Hoaglands had four children, Joseph C., Jr., John A., Raymond 

and Frances Matlack, who later married E. Drexel Godfrey and 

built the Popomora mansion. After his death, his widow, Caroline, 

passed the mansion over to Joseph, Jr. and built herself a home 

at 16 Bellevue Avenue. Raymond, another son of the Hoaglands, 

built his own home at 20 Bellevue Avenue. Kristofeldt has had 

major renovations in the past twenty years. 

Joseph C. Hoagland, Jr., a founder of Sea Bright Beach 

Club, spent summers at Auldwood with his wife, Eleanor Prentiss 

Hoagland, and their children Joseph C, III, Carol (O'Connor) 

and Eleanor. Mrs. Hoagland was the sister of Sheldon Prentiss 

who founded the Seabright Lawn and Tennis Club. Joseph, III 

and his wife, Kiku, once resided in the Tredwell House on Ridge 

Road. Eleanor met her husband, Gerald Balding, at a polo match 

held at Rumson Country Club. She was 18, and he was 30 and a 

world renowned polo player. Jock Whitney was the best man at 

their society wedding in New York City, and the couple moved 

to England where Gerald continued to play polo and worked as 
a horse trainer until his untimely death. An acrimonious divorce 

between Joseph and Eleanor and Joseph's subsequent marriage 

to his second wife, Charity, resulted in the removal of all of the 

Hoaglands from Auldwood. Both Joseph and his new family ( A 

son, Raymond, was born to this union.) and Eleanor remained 

in Rumson, but they did not return to the mansion. 

    During the years of the Great Depression, Joseph remained 

solvent. He sold the Royal Baking Powder for a great sum and 

began investing in Manhattan real estate. Auldwood was left 

vacant, and the property tax bills were not paid. Some say that 

Joseph allowed the house to fall into disrepair and did not pay the 

property taxes on it in order to avoid sharing any profit from its 

sale with his ex-wife. Whatever the explanation, after five years 

of non-payment totaling $36,000, the Borough of Rumson took 

over the property for non-payment of taxes. This was the only 

one of Rumson's mansions that was taken over due to property 

tax default. It was around 1932 and Auldwood, unoccupied and 

unguarded, was systematically looted. Every mahogany staircase 

and everything that could be pried out of it was stolen. 

Eventually, it fell victim to vandals and arson and was 

demolished. As the property was subdivided, many Rumson 

streets were created. Auldwood Lane, Circle Drive, Popomora 

Drive, Edgewood Road, Circle Drive and Orchard Lane were all 

once parts of the Auldwood Estate. 




