




* The material for this story came from a small book, OF 
GOOD COURAGE, written and privately printed by C. Van 
R. Halsey, Jr. It is filled with stories about his father, Van 
Halsey, and his grandparents, Steve and Effie Halsey. He 
was able to research it through photograph albums, journals 
and farm records-some of which his father was close to dis­
carding. Buried within these family records was the story of 
Rumson at another point in time, a time nearly forgotten. 
Mr. Halsey sent the following note  to our Borough 
Administrator and asked that we publish it in  the hopes that 
it might help us to preserve more of Rumson's history.

"It would amuse my father, Van R. Halsey, Mayor of 
Rumson from 1930-35 to know that the house he grew up in 
on Ridge Road and the house his great grandfather lived in 
in Burlington, NJ are both being restored to their original 
grandeur at the same time. Much of my father's family his­
tory would have been lost had I not fortuitously come upon 
him one day in the basement of his home on Buena Vista 
Ave. sorting papers from an ancient steamer trunk which had 
been in several basements as he moved from Briarwood to 
Osprey Lane to Buena V ista. Consigned to the dump, until I 
rescued them, were letters, diaries, notebooks, souvenirs, 
news clippings, etc. Of course, Father was a saver. So, he 
had drawers full of his daily engagement books, telephone 
notes-in other words, junk, as it seemed to him. 

These papers, which I rescued, served as the backbone of 
the biography of my father, OF GOOD COURAGE, which I 
published in 1989, two years after his death. 

For some time after the publication of the book, the mate­
rial for it resided in the same old steamer trunk in our cellar 
in Connecticut. When we decided to make an addition to the 
house, the massive trunk had no place to go. It was then that 
I contacted the Monmouth County Historical Association in 
Freehold to inquire whether they would be interested in 
housing Father's papers. Their affirmative gave me the 
impetus to transfer the papers to Freehold. And a year later, 
through contributions from Halsey family members, the 
MCHA hired a Rutgers graduate student in Library Science 
to spend the summer putting the papers in order, shelving 
them and getting them ready for any researcher to use them 
in search of what one family was like at the beginning of the 
20th Century. 

Of course, the more family histories residing in the MCHA 
archives the better that future historians of New Jersey will be 
able to characterize the culture and society of this county. So, 
this is by way of a plea to those descendants of old Rumson 
families not to 'throw stuff in the dump', but, first to contact 
MCHA with whatever it is which looks interesting." 

*Editor's Note: Without access to Mr. Halsey's book, this 
chapter of Rumson history could have been lost. Any 
Rumson resident with a story to tell of interest to the com­
munity, please contact the Borough Hall and leave a mes­
sage for the Editor of the Borough Bulletin. Your call will be 
returned and an interview scheduled. Most sincere thanks to 
C. Van R. Halsey, Jr. for recording his memories and for his 
generosity in sharing them.
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